
Project Summary: 
You are a newspaper journalist, copy editor, syndicated columnist, advertising executive, and publisher!  Write a newspaper that reveals the depth of your understanding of some of the major events, characters, and themes from Spoon River Anthology.  

Purpose:  
To show your understanding of Spoon River Anthology.     

Writer’s Role: 
To cover the most significant newsworthy events that unfold in Spoon 
River Anthology
Audience:  
Anyone who has read carefully enough to catch the nuances of your 
newspaper
Form:  

· Title:  Spoon River Clarion 

· Date:  Some day, some month, around 1912-1915

· Imaginary Web Site:  www.spoonriverclarion.com

· Price:  Make it cheap

· Two or three columns across the page (Do this first)

TYPES OF ARTICLES:

1. Front page news stories with headlines and bylines (at least 400 words)

SAMPLE HEADLINE:  
Cooney Potter (27) Purchases More Farmland

SAMPLE HEADLINE:  
Hamilton Greene’s (51) Real Mother is Elsa Wertman! (51)

SAMPLE HEADLINE:  
Butch Weldy (11) and Jack McGuire (20) Wanted in Connection with Wrongful Death of Blind Jack (34)

SAMPLE HEADLINE:  
The Public Library Sold at Auction (81)

2. Editorial persuasive essay on a controversial issue from the perspective of the newspaper (150-300 words)

SAMPLE THESIS:  
We should prohibit Prohibition! 

SAMPLE THESIS:
Alcohol is the root of all evil.

SAMPLE THESIS:  
Thomas Rhodes (48) and his son (62) should be held accountable 

for the fall of the bank.

SAMPLE THESIS:  
Judge Somers’ sentence for Mrs. Merritt (91) is unfair.

SAMPLE THESIS:  
Seth Compton (81) built up an enlightening collection of books; therefore, the public library never should have been sold at auction.

3. 2 Letters to the Editor with 2 Responses from the Editor along with possible comments from readers (200 to 300 words total)

Even though these would not realistically be in the same edition of one single newspaper, have characters agree or disagree with the editorial essay.  The character’s position should be logically inferred from his or her epitaph.

4. 2 Classified Ads (50 words total) Must use at least 4 abbreviations (total): http://jacksonville.com/classifieds/abbrev.shtml

Wanted:  TLC for Hawk’s soul.  Has broken wing & caws angrily 

when fed.  Pls. Ph. 616.218.2929 –The Unknown (56)

5. Advice Column:  at least 1 Letter plus 1 Response (100-200 words total)

I am a failure, but my children are all successes.  How do I show them that I am also successful?  Desperately Waiting for Your Reply, Albert Schirding (44)

6. 2 Obituaries (200 words total)  For example, see website . . . 

7. Dealer’s Choice—Add anything associated with a newspaper:  ads, gossip column, photographs, comic strip, sports article, marriage & divorce announcements, etc…

Focus Correction Areas:

Name(s):






1. Authentic newspaper tone, style, and appearance (20 points)

2. Include 12 references to specific characters highlighted in yellow with attention to detail, context, and point of view.  Each character should have approximately one passage quoted directly from the poem and references to 2 to 7 general details ea.
3. Sentence Variety and Flow & Correct MUGS—mechanics, usage, grammar, and spelling (20 points)

Other possibilities:  TV News, Dramatization of Scenes, Book of Correspondence
